

2025 Environmental & Natural Resources CDE	Data Interpretation Practicum

Read each question carefully, and use the supplemental resources to answer each question. There is only one correct answer for each question. You will have 30 minutes to complete this practicum. Please bubble in answer selections on scantron prior to completing the practicum. 

1. What range of sand percentage is included in a loam soil textural class?
 (Resource 1 – Soil Texture Triangle)
a. 10% to 30%
b. 20% to 58%
c. 24% to 53%
d. 53% to 70%

2. A soil test comes back as 30% sand, 36% silt, and 34% clay. What textural class would this fall into? (Resource 1 – Soil Texture Triangle)
a. Silty Clay
b. Clay Loam
c. Silty Clay Loam
d. Sandy Clay

3. [bookmark: _Hlk209418257]According to the web soil survey in Richland Parish, the Forestdale silty clay loam, 0 to 1 percent slope, occasionally flooded map unit (Ft) could have some restrictions on row crop production. Based on the description, which of the following would be one of those restrictions? (Resource 2 – Richland Parish) 
a. Ponding
b. Flooding
c. High sodium content
d. Slope

4. [bookmark: _Hlk209418342]Which property or quality of the Foley silt loam (Fe) map unit is not a contributor to the not prime farmland classification rating? (Resource 2 – Richland Parish)
a. Slope
b. High sodium content
c. Drainage Class
d. Available Water Supply

5. Which soil map unit is considered to be prime farmland in Richland Parish? (Resource 2 – Richland Parish)
a. Dd
b. Ne
c. Df
d. All of the above are classified as prime farmland





6. [bookmark: _Hlk209419150]Which of the following map units has high water table starting at the surface, is considered poorly drained, and is composed of silt loam? (Resource 2 – Richland Parish)
a. Dexter silt loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes
b. Egypt silt loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes
c. Gilbert silt loam
d. Forestdale silty clay loam, 0 to 1 percent slope, occasionally flooded, upland phase

7. [bookmark: _Hlk209419195]Which of the following is part of the Sodium Adsorption Ratio? (Resource 2 – Richland Parish)
a. Measure of the amount of saline in the soil
b. Ratio of the Na concentration divided by the square root of one-half of the Ca + Mg concentration
c. Measure of soluble salts in the soil at saturation
d. Percent of sodium, by weight, in the fraction of the soil less than 2 millimeters in size

8. Which soil map unit is considered to be included in the West Central Natric Loess Terrace Ecological Site Description? (Resource 2– Richland Parish)  
a. Fe
b. Dd
c. Gg
d. Ld

9. A landowner wants to transition their property from low productivity cropland into open woodland and savanna for turkey and quail. What community phase must the restoration process attempt to return?  (Resource 3 – Ecological Site Description)
a. Community 1.1
b. Community 2.1
c. Community 3.1
d. Community 4.1

10. Which of the following is a soil property of the Foley soil that will impact affect vegetation growth? (Resource 3 – Ecological Site Description)
a. Low water erosion 
b. High Sodium Content
c. Flooding 
d. High water erosion





11. Which tree species represent the reference state? (Resource 3 – Ecological Site Description)
e. Willow Oak and Water Oak
f. Cherrybark Oak and American Elm
g. Post Oak and Blackjack Oak
h. Cypress and Black Gum

12. What is the land capability classification (nonirrigated) of the Dexter silt loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes map unit? (Resource 2 – Richland Parish)
a) 2e
b) 6e
c) 7w
d) 1

13. Within the AOI of the custom soil resource report soil map, what map unit has the most acreage? (Resource 2 – Richland Parish)
a) Foley silt loam
b) Dexter silt loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes
c) Forestdale silty clay loam, 0 to 1 percent slope, occasionally flooded, upland phase
d) Gilbert silt loam

14. What is the parent material of the Foley silt loam? (Resource 2 – Richland Parish)
a) Holocene silty alluvium
b) Loess alluvium
c) Loess
d) Silty alluvium 

15.  What type of map unit consists of two or more soils or miscellaneous areas in such an intricate pattern or in such small areas that they cannot be shown separately on the maps? (Resource 2 – Richland Parish)
a) Consociations
b) Complex
c) Associations
d) Undifferentiated group
16. In the Chemical Soil Properties Table, which soil has a sodium adsorption ratio higher than 10? (Resource 2 – Richland Parish)
  a) Foley silty loam
  b) Dexter silt loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes
  c)  Gilbert silt loam
  d)  Egypt silt loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes


17. Soils with high sodium content where the sodium builds up to form root restricting layers are called: (Resource 3:  Ecological Site Description)
	a) Argillic soils
	b) Natric soils
	c) Anthropic soils
	d) Mollic soils

18. What are some of the soil characteristics of the natric soils that create stress responses for the vegetation? (Resource 3 – Ecological Site Description)
	a) root restricting layer
	b) perched water table
	c) high sodium and aluminum content
	d) all of the above

19. On what physiograph feature is the Natric Loess Terrace ecological site found? (Resource 3 – Ecological Site Description). 
	a) Tensas Basin
	b) Yazoo Basin
	c) Macon Ridge
	d) Coastal Plain uplands
 
20.  What major drainageway runs through the site and does it ever flood? (Resource 2 – Richland Parish)
	a) Little Creek; no flooding
	b) Big Creek; occasional flooding
	c) Big Creek; no flooding
	d) Little Creek; occasional flooding



















Answer Key
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