
Sample Citations in APA Format 
The best source of information is the latest edition of the APA Manual. 
 
Purdue University’s Online Writing Laboratory (OWL; www. owl.english.purdue.edu) is 
another good source. Software such as EndNote tends to have issues. 

 
In-Text Citations 

General guidelines: the date must accompany the authors each time they are cited. If no 
date on the publication use (n.d.) 
 
In-Text Citations First Mention– Works by 6 or fewer authors, all authors and date 
reported in text at first mention, 7 or more authors use et al. at first mention (see next 
section) 
 
Blackburn, Robinson, and Lamm (2014) reported that more innovative students were 
more efficient at solving a complex small gasoline engine related problem. 
 
Research shows more innovative students were more efficient at solving small gasoline 
engine related problems (Blackburn, Robinson, & Lamm, 2014). 
 
 
In-Text Citations – Subsequent Mentions of works with 3 or more authors OR first 
mention of works with 7 or more authors 
 
Further, Blackburn et al. (2014) reported no statistically significant differences in content 
knowledge between the more innovative and more adaptive students. 
 
No statistically significant differences in content knowledge between the more innovative 
and more adaptive students (Blackburn et al., 2014). 
 
Quotations – 39 or fewer words (et al. still used if it is a subsequent citation) be sure 
a page number(s) is included 
 
According to Blackburn, Robinson, and Lamm (2014), the “more innovative struggle to solve 
complex problems” (p. 143). 
 
Research has indicated “the more innovative struggle to solve complex problems” (Blackburn, 
Robinson, & Lamm, 2014, p. 143). 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Block Quotations – 40 or More words 
 
Blackburn, Robinson, & Lamm (2014) reported: 
 

The more innovative students assigned the simple problem were the most efficient 
problem solvers and the more innovative students assigned the complex problem were the 
least efficient problem solvers. A statistically significant interaction effect was detected 
between cognitive style and problem complexity (p. 143). 

 
Notes: if quote spans multiple pages = (pp. 143–144). If sources do not have page numbers, cite 
the paragraph number Example: (para. 4). 
 
Indirect Sources 
 
According to the National Education Association, the United States is “facing the worst 
teacher shortage ever” (NEA, n.d.; as cited in Walker, Garton & Kitchel, 2004, p. 1). 
 
Personal Communication – NOT included in reference page 
 
Dr. H. Eric Smith, Louisiana FFA Executive Director stated that it is important for our 
agriculture teachers to receive professional development training on proper utilization of 
APA formatting for Prepared Public Speaking (H. Smith, personal communication, 
October 10, 2017). 
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